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“In a world ever-entangled in unfinished business and frustrated by dashed
dreams, what is the meaning of art and of creating events like La Biennale

di Venezia? | feel very strongly about advocating creative irrelevance to attack

the absurdity of war, violence, and discrimination. | am for producing dreams

to contain the madness of conflicts. An exhibition like La Biennale di Venezia

acquires power as a symbolic ground for possible solutions.

The ‘Grand Show’ of the 20th century developed from the single perspective
of the curator/author. But the ‘Grand Show’ of the 21st century must enable
multiplicity, diversity, and contradiction to exist within the structure

of an exhibition. It must reflect the new complexity of contemporary reality,

vision, and emotions. Today's exhibitions, like Greek tragedy, must address

the clash of irreconcilable elements.

The project for the 50th International Art Exhibition gave complete autonomy

to eleven curators to realize their visions: Carlos Basualdo, Daniel Birnbaum,

Catherine David, Massimiliano Gioni, Hou Hanru, Molly Nesbit, Hans Ulrich Obrist,

Gabriel Orozco, Gilane Tawadros, Rirkrit Tiravanija, and Igor Zabel.

The outcome is an exhibition of many identities, reflecting the wide-ranging
variety of contemporary art and thought.

Dreams and Conflicts. The Dictatorship of the Viewer offers the viewer's

eye and imagination a complex world transformed by the eye and imagination
of the artist. It offers a world where the conflicts of globalization are met
by the romantic dreams of a new modernity.

Beuys said that we all are artists. Although not all people may recognize

this, we are all in charge of our own experience and imagination. We all strive

to reach that creative tension between our inner spirit and the utopian safety

of our daily life.”

Francesco Bonami
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RADAR is not an exhibition but a process centred on change
and exchange. It is taking place from March 2003 to the end
of 2004 and is aimed at integrating European culture. Twenty-
four young artists have been selected from six European
countries to work together in six cities: RADAR springs from
cooperation between public and private institutions in Venice,
Krakow, Plovdiv, Athens, Weimar and Lewisham.
by the European Commission's General Direction of Education
and Culture as part of the Culture 2000 programme.

The first stop is Venice, where the artists have been given
hospitality by the Design and Arts Department at [UAV. In a
period of getting to know the city, which has little in common
with the quick glance given it by tourists, the artists have
visited craft workshops and met groups of local artists and

humanitarian associations.

One initial creative moment was construction of the Radar
Living billboards, in which the artists appear in their
apartments as foreign guests in the city: in that median state
of those who reside but are always in transit. The panels have
been displayed on the boarding of the Venice urban
maintenance company, Insula Spa. The link with building sites
is the renewal of urban space and, paradoxically, Venice is one

of the busiest centres of such activity in Italy.

The three month period of residence in Venice starting on 21
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It is sponsored

LORENZO SCOTTO di LUZIO

interpreta...

March ends with Radar Connecting Europe, an exhibition at the -

Giudecca intended to interpret the rapid change of the “island
in the island”: the works go back to the theme of a Venice that
is commonly seen as being dedicated to the past, but which
constantly rethinks itself as a workshop of the future. After
their residence in Italy, the artists will choose one of the other
five cities where they will meet in smaller groups and
undertake a similar project: the seeds sown in Venice will in
this way be distributed elsewhere.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Antonella Attardo, Secretary General of Venice International University,
RADAR Project Leader; Liz Bachhuber, Weimar University; Andrew
Carmichael, London Borough of Lewisham Council, Director of the Creative
Lewisham Agency; Lorenzo Cinotti, FNV, RADAR activities project co-
ordinator; Marco De Michelis, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Design, IUAV,
Venice; Vassi Leontari, Director of Programmes Unit, Municipality of Athens
Development; Penka Loukova Stantcheva, Municipality of Plovdiv,
Consultant of the National Gallery of Art of Plovdiv for architecture and the
visual arts; Pawel Orski, Malopolski Instytut Kultury, Cracow, Poland;
Rossana Papini, City of Venice; Nico Stringa, Universita Ca’ Foscari; Angela
Vettese, Venice International University, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa
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