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Στιγμιότυπο του έργου έξω από την Σχολή Τεχνών του Σικάγο | Screenshot of the project outside of the Art Institute of 

Chicago



Στιγμιότυπο του έργου στον εκθεσιακό χώρο Ελληνικό Μουσείο και Πολιτιστικό Κέντρο του Σικάγο | Screenshot of the 

project in the exhibition space Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center of Chicago



2004 | Κενό Σύμβολο [Α] [ΓΕ] 

Ατομικό έργο, εγκατάσταση στον χώρο με υλικά 

ένα έτοιμο αντικείμενο (κοντάρι σημαίας) και ένα 

κατασκευασμένο (χαρτί), με 2 μέτρα ύψος και 

πλάτος σε ποικίλες διαστάσεις σύμφωνα με το 

άνοιγμα του χαρτιού (μαξ. 1,5 μ). Έγινε για και 

παρουσιάστηκε στην έκθεση Η Τέχνη της 

Καλλιτεχνικής Δήλωσης, στο Hellenic Museum and 

Cultural Center στο Σικάγο, σε επιμέλεια των 

Γεωργία Κοτρέτσος και Μαρία Πασχαλίδου από 

τον Φεβρουάριο ως τον Απρίλιο 2005. 

 

Λέξεις & έννοιες κλειδιά: σημαία, σύμβολο, 

περιπλάνηση, κατάσταση, κενό, ταυτότητα 

 

Το αντικείμενο αυτό δεν είναι σημαία ανακωχής, 

όπως πολύ εύκολα μπορεί να σκεφτεί κάποιος. 

Φτιάχτηκε με το σκεπτικό της κατάστασης του 

περιπλανώμενου, εκείνου του ανθρώπου που 

βρίσκεται σε συνεχή κίνηση μεταξύ κρατών και 

ηπείρων. Πηγάζει από μιαν προσωπική ανάγκη 

δήλωσης, και δημιουργήθηκε ενόσω βρισκόμουν 

σε μιαν ανάλογη κατάσταση μεταξύ Ευρώπης και 

Ην. Πολιτειών Αμερικής. Σ' αυτή την κατάσταση 

το άτομο για να δεχτεί το νέο υλικό της 

πραγματικότητας που διαδραματίζεται γύρω του 

χρειάζεται να δημιουργήσει έναν κενό χώρο. Το 

άτομο απαλλάσσεται, με μιαν έννοια, έστω και 

προσωρινά, από τις διάφορες ταυτότητες που του 

επιβάλλονται από τους οικείους του χώρους -

εθνική, φυλετική, ταξική, οικογενειακή. Το 

σύμβολο αυτό δηλώνει την ελευθερία επιλογών 

και διαδρομών που αποκτά το άτομο, όντας  σ' 

αυτή τη κατάσταση του περιπλανώμενου. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2004 | Blank Symbol [I] [SI]  

 

An individual work, an installation in space with 

materials a ready-made object (flagpole), and a 

textured (paper). With 2 meters height and width in 

varying dimensions according to the opening of the 

paper (max 1,5 m). It was created and presented 

for the exhibition The Art of Artist Statement at the 

Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center in Chicago, 

curated by Georgia Kotretsos and Maria 

Paschalidou from February to April 2005. 

 

Keywords and key concepts: flag, symbol, wandering, 

situation, void, identity 

 

This object is not the flag of truce, as very easily 

one may think. It was made on the basis of the 

situation of the wonderer, the roamer, someone 

which is in constant movement between States 

and continents. It stems from a personal need, 

and it was created while I was in an analogous 

situation between Europe and the United States 

of America. While being in this situation, a 

person in order to accept the new material of 

reality that takes place around her/him, there is 

a need to create empty space. The individual is 

exempt, in a way, even temporarily, from its 

various identities that are imposed by their 

respective areas-ethnic, racial, class, and family. 

This symbol indicates the freedom of choice 

and paths that acquires the person, being in this 

situation of the wanderer.
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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release          
Media Contact:  Toni Callas | Tcallas@hellenicmuseum.org 
Curators Contact: theartofartiststatement@yahoo.com  

 
The Art of Artist Statement 
 

 
 
The Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center (HMCC), Chicago, USA, invites you to experience a 
most intriguing issue discussed in the art world today with a new exhibition, The Art of Artist 
Statement, running February 18 – April 2, 2005.  The opening reception is Friday, February 
18, 6-9pm and will include a performance by artist Pamela Z. 

mailto:Tcallas@hellenicmuseum.org
mailto:theartofartiststatement@yahoo.com


 

This international invitational exhibition features fourteen artists from the world art 
community; Kika Charalambidou, Athens, Greece; Juan William Chávez, Chicago, 
USA; Thulani Earnshaw, Oak Park, USA; Effie Hallivopoulou, Athens, Greece; Richard 
Koenig, Kalamazoo, USA; Brandon LaBelle, Frederiksberg, Denmark; Jenny Marketou, 
New York, USA; Serkan Özkaya, Istanbul, Turkey; Sabrina Raaf, Chicago, USA; Scott 
Reeder, Milwaukee, USA; Ryan Swanson, Chicago, USA; Anna Lagiou-Tsouloufi, 
Chicago, USA; Pamela Z, San Francisco, USA; and Eleni Zouni, Athens, Greece.  

-more- 
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Co-Curated by Georgia Kotretsos and Maria Paschalidou, practicing artists in their own 
right, have invited these distinguished artists to exhibit their works on the subject of the 
artist’s statement. The artist’s statement, typically composed by the artist, is a 
document that presents the intention or subject matter of the artist’s work to the 
audience using the written word. Within the arts community, its creation and use is a 
contemporary debate. 
 
Adam Brooks, Artist, Coordinator of the Fine Arts program, Columbia College, Curator of the 
Refco Collection and contributor to The Art of Artist Statement exhibitions catalogue writes: 
 
“As in the act of making work itself, the true meaning of the artist’s statement only becomes apparent 
through context. A statement can foreground the work, it can act as an extension of the work, it can 
force us to shift our opinion of the work. It should, however, never simply describe the work. That is the 
job of the work itself.”    

 
Adams Brooks will be part of a panel discussion held on March 4th at 5pm at the 
HMMC to address the subject of the artist’s statement along with the following 
distinguished artists, curators and academics of the arts community: Candida Alvarez, 
Associate Professor, Painting and Drawing, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago; 
Michelle Grabner, Artist, Critic and Curator, Associate Professor, Painting and 
Installation, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago; and Adelheid Mers, Assistant 
Professor; Art History, Theory, and Criticism, The School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
Curator’s walks will be held on February 23rd and March 10th from 11am – 1pm. Co-
Curators Georgia Kotretsos and Maria Paschalidou will be on hand to discuss the installations 
and answer questions.  
 
The mission of the Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center is to preserve the history of the 
Greek immigrant experience in America, to showcase the artistic work of the Hellenic people in 
the visual, literary and performing arts, and to celebrate the Hellenic culture of antiquity that is 
our heritage. 
 

HMCC hours are Tuesday through Friday 10am – 4pm; Saturday 11am – 4pm.  Regular 



exhibit admission is free to HMCC Members; $5 for non-Members.  Special fees may apply to 
programs.  Group Tours are available with advance registration.  For more information call the 
Museum at 312.655.1234 or visit the Museum at www.hellenicmuseum.org. 
 

### 

 
This event is partially sponsored by a grant from the City Arts Program II, The Illinois Arts 
Council, New Century Bank, Faye T. Pantazelos, and Mr. and Mrs. Angelo and Mary Cappas. 
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Ο κατάλογος της έκθεσης – Εξώφυλλο | The catalogue of the exhibition – Front cover 



 

Ο κατάλογος της έκθεσης – H προσωπική μου σελίδα | The catalogue of the exhibition – My personal page 



 

Ο κατάλογος της έκθεσης – Συμμέχοντες καλλιτέχνες | The catalogue of the exhibition – Participant artists 





 

Ο κατάλογος της έκθεσης – Το κείμενο των επιμελητριών Γεωργίας Κοτρέτσος & Μαρίας Πασχαλίδου | The catalogue of 

the exhibition – The text of the curators Georgia Kotretsos & Maria Paschalidou 



  
 

Στιγμιότυπο του έργου στον εκθεσιακό χώρο Ελληνικό Μουσείο και Πολτιστικό Κέντρο του Σικάγο | Screenshot of the 
project in the exhibition space Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center of Chicago 


